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Abstract 
The thesis  Party Change of the Northern League in Italy, deals with the transformation of the 
Italian Northern League (LN) from regional to national political party. The study aims to be a 
contribution to a larger scholarly discussion about changes of the Italian political system. Under 
the criteria that define a regional political party this thesis evaluate whether the contemporary 
LN truly transformed from regional to national party. The study than connects with the previous 
findings and follows with analysis of the five factors – the most recent party performance, 
political system change, institutionalization, leadership change and socio-economic changes in 
the country which could have affected party’s agenda. Different variables are derived from the 
Kenneth Janda’s theory of change in political parties. The research uses the data from the 2013 
national parliamentary elections, when LN lost large part of its electorate, and the 2015 regional 
elections in order to evaluate which of the above mentioned factors influenced the process of 
transformation of the LN. 
 
